Summer In The Psalms (2026)
Week 6 ~ Psalm 33

Much like Psalm 34, which we looked at two weeks ago, Psalm 33 opens with what can
accurately be described as a “call to worship”

Sing joyfully to the Lord, you righteous;
it is fitting for the upright to praise Him.
Praise the Lord with the harp;
make music to Him on the ten-stringed lyre.
Sing to Him a new song;
play skillfully, and shout for joy.

For the word of the Lord is right and true;
He is faithful in all He does.

The Lord loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of His unfailing love.
(Psalm 33:1-5, emphasis added)

We once again see a call for very expressive actions (sing, praise, play/make music, shout) in
response to God...or in this particular case, for what God is like—right, true, faithful, loving
righteousness and justice...and His unfailing love...that’s a BIG one, and occurs two more times
in this psalm (see verses 18 and 22; other versions might say “steadfast love” or
“lovingkindness”). It is the Hebrew word cHesed (the cH sounds like clearing your throat), and
is the word most frequently used in the Old Testament to describe God. (This word is used
approximately 250 times. If you're a frequent reader of my notes, this word should be familiar to
you...I mention it every chance I get.) I would personally recommend that you underline it,
highlight it, do something to it, every time you come across it in your Bible.

This “call to worship” also serves as an “introduction” to what the psalmist will say throughout
this psalm. Now, before I go any further, I want to note that this psalm was specifically chosen
for Sunday July 5th (i.e. 4th of July Sunday, and the 250th birthday of America) for a reason.

This psalm offers important perspective that we need to pay attention to as followers of Jesus.

What perspective is that, you ask? Well, I don’t want to rain on anyone’s parade (well, ok, maybe
I do), but this psalm serves as an important check and reminder for those who might be tempted
to be enthralled with all things USA at this time. There is something, Someone, greater and
more timeless that Christians...particularly Christians living in the empire of the day...should
keep in mind.

Before any nation, country, or people become too self-congratulatory we should remember
where all of life on this planet comes from. “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
their starry host by the breath of His mouth. He gathers the waters of the sea into jars; He puts
the deep into storehouses. Let all the earth fear the Lord; let all the people of the world revere
Him. For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.” (verse 6-9) Who else
can make that kind of claim? Hmm...perspective...meant to induce some humility.



A particular feature of this psalm is the scope in which the psalmist has in mind, and he also
wants his readers to keep in mind...and that is the scope of God’s concern. The implication is
that we, too, would have this scope in mind to inform our perspective...

...all the earth (verse 8)

...all the people of the world (verse 8)
...the plans of the nations (verse 10)
...the purposes of the peoples (verse 10)
...all generations (verse 11)

...all mankind (verse 13)

...all who live on earth (verse 14)

...He forms the hearts of all (verse 15)

YYVVYVYVYYY

Friends, God cares about far more than one country/nation...no matter how “great” that
country/nation might be. If anything, being “great” only incurs harsher/stricter judgement from
God. As Jesus said, “From everyone who has been given much, much will be required; and
from those who have been entrusted with much, much more will be demanded.” (Luke 12:48)
This is a humbling/sobering truth.

It is important to connect this psalm with last week’s psalm (99). Psalm 33 basically unpacks
some of the implications of Psalm 99 and its major point, The Lord Reigns! (99:1) That being the
case, it stands to reason that our identity be found in this King, and our loyalty/allegiance go
only to Him. This is a timely reminder given the current celebration of America’s 250th. While
we live here, and many/most of us were even born here, our heart, mind, body, soul, strength
are with Jesus and His Kingdom. In other words, the United States does not define us...Jesus
does. And the U.S. does not receive (nor is worthy of) our devotion...Jesus is. Friends, this is
what it means to be Christians/followers of Jesus. So let us not be deterred or distracted by
worldly celebrations.

I would like to draw your attention to a little article/reflection by pastor and author Brian Zahnd
that offers an important perspective for us to consider...
https://brianzahnd.com/2024/07/weird-america/#more-7427

It is always important to make sure we don’t cherry pick verses out of context. Verse 12 is one of
those verses which is ripe for such picking...so let’s be careful. “Blessed is the nation whose God
is the Lord, the people He chose for His inheritance.” Remember, this psalm was written by an
Israelite, for other Israelites. The nation/people referenced here is Israel. NO OTHER
nation/people can stake claim to that. Sadly, the mythology of America (Manifest Destiny) likes
to apply verses like this to the U.S. in order to assume divine sanction on the actions of America.
That is a very erroneous use of scripture. The United States is not “chosen” by God...at least not
in the way that term is understood throughout scripture.

Notice also what the psalmist says in the very next line, “From heaven the Lord looks down and
sees all mankind...” (verse 13, emphasis added). So even the psalmist, who was legitimately part


https://brianzahnd.com/2024/07/weird-america/#more-7427

of God’s chosen people, understands that the SCOPE of God’s concern is far greater than Israel.
God’s concern is ALL humanity.

Once we have a solid grip on the scope and perspective that God operates from, and which we,
too, are invited/called to operate from, we are in a position to test our hearts with questions like
this...

Where does our hope lie? Or, where do we place our hope? When we need help, security,
protection, where do we turn? The psalmist directly addresses where the temptation lies, that is,
what/who people have a tendency to trust instead of God. “No king is saved by the size of his
army; no warrior escapes by His great strength. A horse is a vain hope for deliverance;
despite all its great strength it cannot save.” (verses 16-17) For “king” we can substitute
presidents or prime ministers; for warriors and horses we can substitute missiles, tanks, drones,
ships, etc.

Friends, let us not place our confidence, our hope, our trust in the “greatness” of the United
States military...or its economy...or its leaders...or even our fellow citizens. Let us put our hope
in the Lord. As the psalmist says, “But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, on those
whose hope is in His unfailing love...” (verse 18, emphasis added). Again, this is what it means
to be Christians/followers of Jesus.

Let’s circle back to the idea of the scope (extent, range, breadth) of God’s concern. It’s the entire
planet and all its inhabitants, humanity as a whole. In other words, the boundaries, barriers, and
borders we erect to separate people God has no use for. Which means, if we're going to try to
function from God’s perspective (as we should) then we need to reconsider such dividing lines as
well. Which brings me to the idea of “patriotism”. Patriotism, love for one’s country, generally
has a positive connotation. But we need to be very careful with this notion. Why? For one reason
it quickly creates an “us” and a “them”. This, in turn, starts to put limits on who we consider our
“neighbor”...who we all know we’re called to love. Another reason is that it quickly creates a
foundation for national identity. But, friends, our identity is found in Christ, not our nation. For
the serious follower of Jesus, I believe, patriotism is something we need to be leery of. Or to say
it another way, any “patriotism” we might have needs to be directed toward Jesus and His
kingdom...not to the nation/country we reside in.

I recognize that might rub some people wrong. If this causes you some cognitive dissonance,
that’s OK, even good, embrace it. (Cognitive dissonance, simply put, is the tension we feel when
a new idea, knowledge, or experience doesn’t match, or runs contrary to, a deeply held belief.) A
big part of our discipleship unto Jesus is working through cognitive dissonance as we experience
it...and Jesus will most certainly cause us some...just as He did the people of His day.

When we experience cognitive dissonance our three main options are...
> Reject the new thought, idea, experience and double-down on our held belief.

> Incorporate, integrate, synthesize the new knowledge into our belief system.
> Reject our previously held belief system.



People generally opt for one of the first two options, and greatly fear the third. By way of
example, up until the late 1700’s it was firmly believed that the earth was the center of the solar
system. When Copernicus (1500’s) theorized, and Galileo (1600’s) observed, that the sun is in
fact the center of the solar system, the idea was rejected...and Galileo was even persecuted.
People feared what this idea would do to the prevailing belief system. As it turned out, the new
information didn’t threaten the prevailing belief system, and it could be argued that it only
enhanced it. All that to say, when someone (me, in this case) questions the prevailing belief in
the virtue of patriotism...what are you going to do with the resulting cognitive dissonance? My
recommendation is to work it out with Jesus.

I really can’t say it better than the psalmist, “We wait in hope for the Lord; He is our help and
our shield. In Him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in His holy name.” (verses 20-21, emphasis
added) Notice...Hope, Help, Shield, Trust. Where do we look for such things? What are we
perhaps tempted to look to instead of God? Perhaps what can help us answer such questions is
to ask what causes us to rejoice? It stands to reason that whatever/whoever offers us such
confidence will be a source of rejoicing. What do you find yourself rejoicing in...particularly
when it comes to your wellbeing?

The psalm ends with a humble prayer/request, “May Your unfailing love be with us, Lord, even
as we put our hope in You.” (verse 22, emphasis added) There’s that word/term again,
“unfailing love” (cHesed), for the third time in this psalm. Loyal love. Covenantal love. Sacrificial
love. A commitment to do what is in the best interest of the other.

Friends, on this occasion of the 250th birthday of America, please allow me to put something
into stark perspective for us. The U.S. does NOT have cHesed for us...but certainly wants it from
us. And as “great” as the United States might be, it is unworthy of our loyalty and allegiance. (By
way of reminder, for those of us who are baptized into Christ, we’ve already pledged our
loyalty/allegiance to Him.) Our identity is found in Jesus Christ...not our country/nation, or for
that matter, not our race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, socioeconomic class, family of origin,
etc....all those things certainly affect us. But only Jesus gets to define us. This is what it means to
be Christians/followers of Jesus. Make no mistake. Jesus draws a line in the sand. Are we with
Him (which means forsaking all others) or not?

Possible Di ion ion

e What are your thoughts/feelings about the 4th of July? Do you have any traditions
around it? Or how do you tend to celebrate it? How does your faith affect your
thoughts/feelings around it?

e Do you think Christians ought to have a different perspective on “national holidays”
compared to non-Christian Americans? Explain.

e Where is your hope? When you feel worried/anxious, what/who brings you comfort
and peace? When the world is (or feels) crazy and chaotic, how are you affected? What



do you do in order to restore a sense of security and confidence? What would the
psalmist recommend?

e How would you describe your “identity”? Where does it come from, what is it founded
on? What sort of distinction can you make between what affects you versus what
defines you? What observations can you make between your self-concept and your
collective concept?

e What do you think/feel about patriotism? What good about it (if anything)? What is
dangerous about it (if anything)?

e What sort of confidence, trust, do you place in the United States (government, military,
economy, etc.)? Why is that?

e This psalm, subtly, invites us to consider/examine our narratives...the stories we
believe to be true that shape our reality. The psalm also offers us a broad perspective on
God’s scope of concern. How would you describe your scope of concern?

e The psalmist encourages his readers to worship God and to trust/hope in God. In what
ways does living in early 21st century America help us do that, and in what ways does
it make it challenging to do that?

e What does allegiance/loyalty to Jesus and His kingdom look like? What does
allegiance/loyalty to the U.S. look like? What tension exists, or do you experience,
between the two?

e What/who do you “rejoice” in? Why? And what does that look like?

e Unfailing love/cHesed is meant to be a two-way street; it’s meant to be mutual. From
whom have you received such love? To whom do you give such love?

e Why do you think school children regularly say the pledge of allegiance in school? What
is the goal of that? What is meant to be accomplished by that practice?

e How/when have you experienced cognitive dissonance? How did you resolve it?

e Ifyou happened to read the Brian Zahnd article attached above, what are your
thoughts/reflections from it?

(Scroll down for Soul Training Exercise)



Soul Training Exercise ~ Two Important Prayers

We have used these prayers, separately, in Soul Training Exercises in the past. Considering the
emphasis on scope and perspective in this week’s psalm, it seems fitting to revisit these prayers.
I've taken the liberty to add a little emphasis (bold/underline). The invitation this week is to
pray these prayers daily...maybe multiple times per day. Let’s allow them to form our
perspective to become more in line with God’s concern and perspective.

Prayer to the Crucified Jesus

Lord Jesus, You stretched out your arms of love upon the hard wood of the cross that everyone
might come within the reach of your saving embrace; so clothe us in Your Spirit that we,
reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know You to the knowledge and
love of You; for the honor of Your name. Amen.

Prayer for Peace

Oh God, You have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent Your blessed Son
to preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near; grant that people
everywhere may seek after You and find you; draw the nations into Your fold; pour out Your
Spirit on all flesh; and hasten the coming of Your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen



